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MINUTES OF GENERAL BODY MEETING

Saturday, 15th December 2007, 1300 hrs

India Habitat Centre, New Delhi

The 1st General Body Meeting of Hernia Society of India convened at 1300 hrs on Saturday, 15th December 2007 India Habitat Centre, New Delhi.

The meetings was conducted by:- 

Dr. Pradeep Kumar Chowbey, President - APHS

Dr. H G Doctor, President – H.S.I.

Dr. Rajesh Khullar, Hony. Secretary – H.S.I.

The meeting was attended by 82 members of H.S.I..

1.
Welcome by the President - APHS

Dr. Pradeep Chowbey, President – APHS and Organizing Chairman –H.S.I., welcomed and thanked all the members as a whole for their active participation and contribution to 1st National Hernia Congress & Live Workshop and making this event possible and successful

2.
Welcome by the President – H.S.I.

Dr. H G Doctor, President – H.S.I., presided at the meeting. He welcomed and thanked all those present and followed the agenda:

1)
Introduction by the President

2)
Report from the Honorary Secretary

3) 3rd Asia Pacific Hernia Society Meeting at Singapore-Feedback

4)
Constitution & registration of Society

5)
Website (www.hsi.com)

6) Membership Drive

8)
Future Congress (Venue for 2nd National Congress of H.S.I.)

9) 
APHS 2008 Congress at Beijing

10)
Future directions for H.S.I

11)
Any other business

3.
Report from the Honorary Secretary

Dr. Rajesh Khullar, Hony. Secretary of H.S.I. welcomed all for their presence and active participation in the 1st National Hernia Congress at New Delhi. Dr. Khullar thanked    Dr. Chowbey & Dr. H G Doctor for their guidance to establish the Society. He reported that the Society already has registered 450 life members up-to-date.

4.
3rd Asia Pacific Hernia Society Meeting at Singapore

Dr. H G Doctor appreciated lot of participation by Indian delegates during 3rd International Congress of APHS held at Singapore in October 2007. 

5.
Constitution & Registration of Society

The Members were informed that the Constitution is under preparation and the process for registering it is being followed. 

6.
Website of H.S.I.

Dr. Rajesh Khullar briefed about the current HSI website. The following points have been suggested by the Executive members:-

a) To have online data information about the hernia in the form of hernia registry on the website to compare and have accurate statistical data. The software programme for such data collection is available and was advised to procure such a programme on our website to facilitate the same.

b) To put lectures / presentation slides / photographs of the National Hernia Congress held at New Delhi

c) To have different procedures in hernia step by step 

d) To have videos of different hernia procedures 

e) To have online directory of members

f) Letters to be sent to everyone for the existing website

g) To prepare a feedback form to be sent to all the association’s reputed members to have data of the surgeries performed by them for hernia repair.

h) To give access to each member of H.S.I. with a password to operate slides & videos or analyze the data on their own.

i) To include benefits of membership of APHS & H.S.I

j) To form a group of senior surgeons to have general discussion or queries 

k) To have a multi-centeric study for follow-up of hernia cases from 4-5 eminent centers of the country under the Banner of H.S.I.

7.
Membership Drive

The following points have been suggested:-

a) APHS membership should be mandatory for all H.S.I. members. 

b) To include Associate Membership for PGs with a concessional membership fee of Rs. 500/- to Rs. 700/-. Once they qualify they can pay remaining amount and become a full member.

c) Special Registration charges to be provided for Associate Members in the future congresses.

d) To highlight the benefit of Hernia Journal at a discounted subscription rate of 50 Euros to all members of APHS.

e) All the members must actively promote H.S.I. through congress participation, website, and emails. 

8.
Future Congress (Venue for 2nd National Congress of H.S.I.)

The Congress of Hernia Society of India will be held annually in the month of August or September. 

Dr. V Borgaonkar proposed to organize the 2nd H.S.I. Congress at Aurangabad which was approved by the Executive Committee and all members present. Dr. Borgaonkar will decide about the dates and programme and inform the Executive Committee at the earliest.

9.
APHS 2008 Congress at Beijing

Dr. H G Doctor requested the members to have active participation in the forthcoming APHS Congress at Beijing to be held between 31 Oct. – 3 Nov. 2008.

Members have requested to have concession for Group Registration from India to have more attendance. The request will be sent to the Organizing Committee for consideration.

10.
Future directions for H.S.I

The following points have been suggested:-

· To have CMEs, Camps & Hands-on-training in the zonal regions.

· To train PGs and young surgeons at their own places

· To publish the information through National Journals to promote the Society

· To form guidelines of various kinds of hernia repairs under banner of H.S.I.

· Identify Preceptors with experience to train PGs and other young surgeons in the field of hernia

Dr. H G Doctor & Dr. Chowbey suggested to have ETHICON as our official training center of H.S.I.. 

This was accepted by all members.

11.
Any other business

There being no other matter, Dr H G Doctor thanked all for attending and adjourned the meeting at 20:00 hrs.

Signed






Signed
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___________________________________


__________________________

Dr. Rajesh Khullar




Dr. H G Doctor

Hony. Secretary – H.S.I.




President – H.S.I.
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